[Use of psychoactive and antiepileptic drugs: guidelines for pediatricians].
To review the guidelines for the use of psychoactive and antiepileptic drugs in childhood and adolescence. Literature review. The clinical indications, dosage and side effects of psychoactive and antiepileptic drugs are presented. The use of psychoactive drugs is increasing due to the release of new drugs and to the better understanding of emotional disorders in children and adolescents. The use of antiepileptic and psychoactive drugs in childhood requires extensive knowledge concerning pharmacokinetics and deleterious side effects. An adequate choice of drugs is essential to ensure a successful treatment.